
 

 
 

Rotary Family, 
 

 The Dalai Lama tells 
us “compassion is of little val-
ue if it just remains an idea.  It 
must motivate how we re-
spond to others and be re-
flected in all our thought and 
actions.” 
 

 I doubt he was spe-
cifically referring to Rotary 
however it reminds me of Ro-
tary’s Core Values and in particular, the value of Service.  We 
believe that our service activities and programs bring about 

greater world understanding and peace.  {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ is a major 
element of our mission.  Through the plans and actions of indi-
vidual clubs, we create a culture of service driven by compas-
sion throughout our organization that also provides unparal-
leled satisfaction for those who serve. 
 

 I have a fun activity where I take letters of a word and 
use other words to apply meaning to the first word.  You 
might try it for yourself for this word or any word for that 

matter.  Here’s what the letters in the word {9w±L/9 mean to 
me.   
 

Stand…take a stand; stand for something because if you don’t 
you can fall for anything. 
 

Excellence…is not about working hard because we are sup-
posed to; excellence is taking the initiative to do the work be-
cause we believe it to be worthwhile. 
 

Resolve…to finish the job…resolve to eradicate Polio from the 
face of the Earth. 
 

Vision....see the bigger picture as to how to make the world 
better; be a voice of compassion for those without a voice. 
 

Initiative…to do the work because we believe it to be worth-
while is excellence. 
 

Compassion…is of little value if it just remains an idea…. 
 

Empower yourself and others to get to work, find a need and 
fill it.   
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 And there is no better organization in which to serve 
and be compassionate than Rotary.  The Core Value of Service 
is reflected in the Object of Rotary and The Four-Way Test 
which we use in our daily lives.  They inspire us to foster and 
support the ideal of service for developing and maintaining 
high ethical standards in human relations. 
 

 Remember!  The only difference between a rut and a 
grave is the depth of the hole!  Let’s get into service! 
 

Be well! 
 

5ŀǾƛŘ 
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Dr. Alice V. White, Rotary District 5730’s Paul Harris Fellow Chair, 
challenged the Muleshoe Rotary Club (during the regular meeting on 

Tues., July 26) to become a 100% Paul Harris Fellow  
 

 Invite Alice to your club’s regular meeting – to find out whether your club can 
sprint or start a marathon toward its 100% Paul Harris Fellow Club status.  If your club 
is already among the 100% Paul Harris Fellow Clubs in our district, please invite her to 
your club so that she may learn about your successful strategies – to share with other 
clubs.  Alice.V.White@GMail.com or 806-785-2331. 

 

www.Rotary.org/En/Contribute/DonorRecognition/IndividualRecognition/pages/
paulharrisfellowrecognition.aspx  

Contact.Center@Rotary.org or 866-9ROTARY (866-976-8279) or EREY@Rotary.org 
 

Goal fulfilled!  Four 100% Paul Harris Fellow clubs, so far!  Congratulations to four 100% Paul Harris Fellow Clubs in Rotary Dis-
trict 5730:  Levelland/Noon, Greater Odessa, Plainview & Spearman.   
 

To brainstorm about how your 100% PH Fellow club may systematically sustain its 100% Paul Harris Fellow status, please con-
tact Alice.V.White@GMail.com or 806-785-2331.  100% Paul Harris Fellow club means that all, active, dues-paying members in a 
Rotary Club are cumulative $1,000 PH donors (or are recipients of other PH donors’ Foundation Recognition Points;* e.g., 1,000 
FRPs to the credit of active, dues-paying members). 
  

Goal Pending:  47 clubs 100% Paul Harris Fellow, to go!   
 

Let’s strategize together about how to maximize your Rotary Club’s existing FRPs – on behalf of your club’s sprint or marathon 
to 100% Paul Harris Fellow status:  !ƭƛŎŜΦ±Φ²ƘƛǘŜϪDaŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ or 806-785-2331. 
 

²Ƙȅ might your Rotary Club aspire to sustain or become a 100% Paul Harris Fellow Club? 
-- because your cumulative $1,000 (or more) PH-eligible donations to The Rotary Foundation support a wide range of humani-
tarian grants & educational programs that enable Rotarians to bring hope & promote international understanding throughout 

the world. 
 

Leverage, maximize & enjoy your Paul Harris donations  
through Foundation Recognition points/FRPs! 

 

*What are FRPs?  -- to express ƎǊŀǝǘǳŘŜ to ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ donors & to prime-the-pump for first-time ƎƛƊǎ ϧ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ through on-
going donations, the Rotary Foundation awards FRPs.  Every Rotarian donor of $1K/Paul Harris Fellow-level, cumulative dona-
tion … receives an FRP for every cash/direct-contribution dollar donated to Rotary International Annual Programs, Polio Plus or 
approved Matching Grant contributions -- above her/his original $1K donation (FRPs are not for available for contributions to 
Permanent Fund or RI programs).  And when PH Fellows share their FRPs with Rotary members who are not yet Paul Harris fel-
lows, everyone benefits:   
 

1. the donor:  assured that s/he has invested in meaningful Rotary projects, inspires first-time or additional donations from 
other Rotary members;  

2. the FRP recipient:  receives personal acknowledgement from a generous Rotary member & an energizing “jump start” to-
ward becoming a Paul Harris fellow;  

3. the Rotary Club aspiring to become 100% Paul Harris:  strategically leveraging FRPs to achieve & sustain 100% PH Fellow 
status; &  

4. our world via hope & international understanding through Rotary Foundation grants & programs. 
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Monthly  Club Attendance Report For The Month Of  July 2011 

CLUB NAME 
CLUB           

MEMBERSHIP 

AVERAGE     

ATTENDANCE 

NUMBER OF     

MEETINGS  
NEW MEMBER(S) 

NEW PAUL             

HARRIS FELLOW(S) 

Amarillo 116 59 4 0 0 

Amarillo East 32 63.74 3 0 0 

Amarillo South 22 82 4 1 0 

Amarillo West 58 70.85 5 1 0 

Greater Big Spring 51 45 5 1 1 

Borger 35 67 3 0 0 

Canadian 29 82.76 4 0 0 

Canyon 34 69.54 4 0 0 

Childress 40 52 4 0 0 

Colorado City 15 72 4 0 0 

Dumas 28 49 4 0 0 

Floydada 24 60 4 0 0 

Hereford 18 72.2 4 1 0 

Kermit 22 50 4 0 0 

Lamesa 30 50 4 0 0 

Levelland 13 56 4 0 0 

Levelland Noon 41 41 3 0 0 

Lockney 15 81 5 1 0 

Lubbock 146 52 3 0 0 

Greater Southwest Lubbock 120 62 3 1 0 

Metropolitan Lubbock 48 54.58 5 0 0 

Midland 63 58.47 4 0 0 

Midland Daybreak 10 53 4 0 0 

Midland North 12 0.75 4 0 0 

Monahans 32 47 4 0 0 

Odessa 80 49 4 0 0 

Odessa East 18 61 4 0 0 

Greater Odessa 28 68 3 0 0 

Pampa 51 47.05 4 1 0 

Pecos 33 51 4 1 0 

Perryton 37 49 4 0 0 

Plainview 72 44 4 0 0 

Post 34 65 4 0 0 

Seminole 12 61 4 0 0 

Shamrock 21 60 5 0 0 

Tahoka 30 55 4 0 0 

Tulia 16 84 4 0 0 
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 What is a Million Dollar Dinner? It is a way to give to 
the Rotary Foundation.  
 

History: The “Million Dollar Dinner” originated in Rotary Dis-
trict 5110 (Oregon) around 2004. The concept is very simply, 
but has proved to be quite successful as it continues to spread 
from district to district.  Previous dinners have raised from 
$1.6 to $4.2 Million in new gifts/commitments.  
 

Goal: To raise a minimum of One Million Dollars of new out-
right gifts, pledges or bequests for programs of The Rotary 
Foundation with minimum donations of $10,000 from each 
donor. The gifts must be new gifts or commitments and not 
gifts from previous years. 
 

{ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ  ΦΦΦ 
  

Million - Dollar - Dinner Fundraiser 2011 District Cruise 

 

 

Message From PDG Patsy L. Derr 
wwC/ нллф-нлмн 

½ƻƴŜ нмō Ǉƭǳǎ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ртолΣ ртрл ŀƴŘ рттл 
 

 Congratulations! District 5730 ended the year as Zone 
21b plus 5730, 5750 and 5770 ninth in Annual Programs Fund 
and seventh in per capita giving. District 5730 was eighth in 
contributions to the Polio Fund, and ninth in Other Restricted 
contributions and Total Contributions. 
 

 Thank you all for your support and please encourage 
Rotarians to continue their support for The Rotary Founda-
tion. 
 

Continue Doing Good in the World! 
 

¶ District 2010-2011 Goal $170,185.00 

¶ Annual Programs Fund  $175,483.00 
¶ Polio Fund    $48, 396.00 
¶ Other Restricted        $3,064.00 
¶ Total Contributions                  $237,422.00 

¶ Per Capital Giving                               $97.00 

  

 The 2012 District Conference will be held in Ruidoso, 
New Mexico. 5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎπ
ǘǊƛŎǘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ  

2012 District Conference 2010-2011 Foundation Giving 
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 Our district public rela-
tions committee is formulating 
plans for a comprehensive me-
dia and public relations initia-
tive for next January-March, to 
be funded by a $20,000 RI grant 
and a matching $5,000 district 
grant.  Final decision on the 
grant request is set for Novem-
ber 15.   
 

 The committee is comprised of chairman Joe 
Dominey, Midland; Dan Jackson, Plainview; Chris Samples, 
Perryton; Steve Long, Plainview; and Craig Van Amburgh, 
Odessa.   
 

 Committee chair Joe Dominey announced in late July 
that the district match had been exceeded, thanks to the 
prompt response from 27 of our 51 clubs.  Additional contribu-
tions above the $5,000 will further extend our coverage.   
 

 “The public awareness campaign will involve televi-
sion spots, newspaper ads, billboards, public information initi-
atives by local clubs and expanded use of social media,” 
Dominey said.   
 

 “We plan to use the excellent TV and print materials 
from RI, including the Humanity in Motion and the This Close 
campaigns, but with local tie-ins.  These primarily focus on 
Rotary’s polio eradication initiatives, but also include world 
peace, hunger, water and literacy components,” he said.  
 

 “Our local clubs will play an important role.  We hope 
to initiate activities that will raise community awareness.”   
 

 For example, clubs may stage a Media Appreciation 
Day at their meetings and recognize their local media.  Op-Ed 
articles by club presidents will address what Rotary is doing in 
our hometowns.  Another would be presenting Paul Harris 
Fellowships to non-Rotarian community volunteers, with ap-
propriate media coverage.   
 

 “We hope to have PolioPlus fundraisers in each town, 
with advance publicity, and designating a PolioPlus Awareness 
Day.”   
 

  

Plans Being Made For District Wide 
Public Awareness Campaign 

  

The campaign is designed to raise awareness of Rotary, with 
emphasis on local clubs involvement in service to humanity.  
In turn, this will help with membership recruitment as people 
become more familiar with the ideals of Rotary and the role 
their local Rotarians are playing in rendering “Service Above 
Self.”   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PDG Dudley Ervin Faver 

(1916 - 2011)  
 

 PDG Faver, one of the most distinguished military 
officers to live in Lubbock, began his military career as a se-
cond lieutenant and concluded it as a general. He assumed 
command of the Pilot Training Wing at Reese Air Force Base in 
January 1964. On April 21, 1966, he was promoted to brigadier 
general. In July 1966, he was reassigned to Headquarters U.S. 
Air Force as the deputy director of personnel training and edu-
cation and was promoted to deputy chief of staff for person-
nel. He has been an exemplary citizen, a warrior, a diplomat, a 
public servant, a community leader, a dedicated volunteer, an 
educator, a devoted husband and a true gentleman. 
 

 PDG Faver began his Rotary affiliation in Levelland, TX 

prior to WWII. He joined the Lubbock Rotary club in 1982 and 

maintained perfect attendance while serving in most club ca-

pacities including club president in 1995-96. PDG Faver served 

as District 5730 Governor in 1999-2000. PDG Faver was a Mul-

tiple Paul Harris Fellow. PDG Faver passed away on August 

5th, 2011 at the age of 94. 

In Memory 
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Calling all applicants.  
 

 Rotary District 5730 is 
looking for a few great profes-
sionals who are willing and able 
to spend four weeks in April and 
May 2012 visiting Rotary District 
4060 in the Dominican Republic. 
 

 Our Group Study Exchange program takes another big 
step with the selection of this team.  Attached is a link to the 
Rotary International website, which contains a link to the 
Group Study Exchange criteria. 
 

ƘǧǇΥκκǊƻǘŀǊȅΦƻǊƎκŜƴκtŀƎŜǎκǊƛŘŜŦŀǳƭǘΦŀǎǇȄ 
 

 Group Study Exchange is an ongoing program that 
fosters good will among people and nations. It provides travel 
opportunities for young professionals – who must be non-
Rotarians. They spend four weeks studying their professions 
with colleagues in host countries. This year we ‘re sending a 
team to the Dominican Republic, which this year sent a team 
to West Texas to tour District 5730. 
 

 Dianne Anderson of Midland West Rotary is the out-
standing team leader who will take this team to the Domini-
can Republic.  
 

 Plans call for the team to depart April 15, 2012, re-
turning on May 13, 2012. 
 

 But we are now accepting applications. It is incumbent 
on Rotary clubs throughout District 5730 to look for qualified 
applicants who are able to spend a month in the beautiful Car-
ibbean nation. 
 

 Let’s start looking in your communities. Make contact 
with businesspeople, fellow Rotarians, community leaders and 
civic leaders who know of young people who would be good 
candidates for this exciting adventure. 
 

 We’ll accept applications through the month of Sep-
tember. The deadline for applications is Friday, Sept. 30. Your 
GSE Committee then will meet with the all the applicants, in-
terview them and will select the four team members; we also 
plan to select alternates who would be able to serve on the 
GSE team if one of the members is unable to make the trip. 
 
 
 

2012 Group Study Exchange  If you have any questions, call or email GSE Com-
mittee Chair John Kanelis (806) 345-3358, 
john.kanelis@amarillo.com; vice chair Dan Linebarger, (432) 
685-5066, dan@linebarger.com; or GSE team leader Dianne 
Anderson, (432) 684-4560, ddanderson24@gmail.com. 
 

 We can say without hesitation or qualification, Group 
Study Exchange is a life-changing experience. Please communi-
cate that with those who you would like to nominate for con-
sideration for this fantastic journey. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƻǘŀǊƛŀƴ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
ŀƴ ŀǩǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎπ
ǝƻƴΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǜǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ wƻǘŀǊȅ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ 
 

Frank L. Mulholland, 1914-15 Rotary president 

Quote Of The Month 

http://rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx


 

  

 Register now for 2012 RI Convention in Bangkok, Thailand for 
an unforgettable experience in the Land of a Thousand Smiles! To at-
tend the convention and experience the fellowship of Rotary at an in-
ternational level : 
 
¶ Check the preliminary schedule to help plan your trip.  
¶ Register for the convention and ticketed events  
¶ Reserve your hotel room online or by filling out the reservation 
form  

¶ Reserve group housing  
¶ Explore alternative housing opportunities  
¶ Download pricing information  
¶ Download visa forms  
¶ Download the 2012 RI Convention promotional brochure (also avail-
able in Thai and Chinese .)  

¶ Visit the Host Organization Committee's website for more infor-
mation on host events  

¶ Purchase host event tickets  
 
 Pre-register for the 2012 RI Convention by 1 December 2011 for the most economical pricing of 160 USD 
for most registrants. After 1 December the price will increase to 195 USD until 1 March 2012, when it will in-
crease to the on-site price of 245 USD. After that register for the convention by submitting the downloadable reg-
istration form by 1 March or online via Member Access through 30 April.  
 
 Reserve your hotel room through Experient. Reservations are taken on a first-come, first-served basis, so 
please book early to secure your preferred hotel. Booking for RI Convention housing begins Saturday, 21 May 
2011. Confirmations will be issued beginning in June.  
 
 Contact Experient by e-mail, phone, fax, or online for the latest housing availability and other infor-
mation. Return your completed reservation form to Experient by 17:00 Central Daylight Time 6 April 2012 . All 
housing changes and inquiries must be made directly with Experient by 17 April .  
 

E-mail: rotary@experient-inc.com (for correspondence only)  
Phone: 800-650-6913 (toll-free in North America) or 847-996-5885  

Fax: 847-996-5401  
Mail: Experient  

                     568 Atrium Drive  
                              Vernon Hills, IL 60061  

 
 Local Rotarians on the Host Organization Committee (HOC) have arranged several cultural excursions 
and host hospitality events to help visiting Rotarians enjoy their stay in Bangkok. Continue your convention ex-
perience by taking a host-sponsored tour before or after the convention. Some of these events have limited ca-
pacities, so be sure to purchase your tickets early.  
 
Please note that you must register for the convention in order to purchase tickets for host events and tours.  

 
Information:  http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Events/Convention/Pages/ridefault.aspx?housead 
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Rotary International Convention in Bankok 2012 



 

tÁäÙ  уtÁäÙ  у  
5ìěġėìÏġ ртол bÙıěûÙġġÙė5ìěġėìÏġ ртол bÙıěûÙġġÙė  
ıııΦėìÕìěġėìÏġртолΦĈėäıııΦėìÕìěġėìÏġртолΦĈėä  

 
Week Ending 08/27/11 
 

 As long as polio threatens even one child anywhere in 
the world, children everywhere remain at risk. The stakes are 
that high.  
 

                      To Date   To Date 
Total Cases                               2011        2010    Total 2010 
Globally                                       334        618         1349 
in endemic countries:                111          88           232 
in non-endemic countries:         223           530         1117 
 

New Polio Cases Reported in August 
India 0, Nigeria 2, Pakistan 3, Afghanistan 1, DRC 2, Guinea 1 

2011 Polio Case Breakdown by Country:  
όDėÙÙĂ bĥāÎÙėě !ėÙ нлмл ¢ĈġÁûěύ 

Endemic Countries:   
1 India (42), 26 Nigeria (21), 72 Pakistan (144), 13 Afghanistan 
(25)  
Importation Countries: 
п !ƴƎƻƭŀ όооύΣ млл /ƘŀŘ όнсύΣ тр 5w/ όмллύΣ п aŀƭƛ όпύΣ л aŀǳǊƛπ
tania όрύΣ л bŜǇŀƭ όсύΣ л YŀȊŀƪƘǎǘŀƴ όмύΣ м bƛƎŜǊ όнύΣ л wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 
Federation όмпύΣ л {ŜƴŜƎŀƭ όмуύΣ  л {ƛŜǊǊŀ [ŜƻƴŜ όмύΣ  л ¢ŀƧƛƪƛǎǘŀƴ 
όпруύΣ л ¢ǳǊƪƳŜƴƛǎǘŀƴ όоύΣ  л ¦ƎŀƴŘŀ όпύΣ м /ƻƴƎƻ όоупύΣ м Dŀπ
bon όлύΣ о .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ Cŀǎƻ όлύΣ он /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻǊŜ όлύΣ н DǳƛƴŜŀ όлύΣ л 
Liberia όнύ  
 

tƻƭƛƻtƭǳǎΥ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ 

 

Ϸмур aƛƭ  bƻǿ wŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƻ aŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ϸнллaƛƭ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ  

Polio Eradication August Update 
 
 Anyone who has attended a Rotary convention is fa-
miliar with the sergeants-at-arms. Since the first convention in 
1910, these men and women in yellow vests have guided Ro-
tarians and their families. 
 

 During this year’s convention, 21-25 May, the ser-
geants-at-arms -- this year known as Rotary guides -- will sport 
a new look, designed to keep them cool in the often-steamy 
weather of New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. Instead of the usual 
yellow vests, the guides will be wearing yellow sashes. The 
hundreds of volunteers who assist them will sport red ones, in 
a nod to the red vests they’ve traditionally worn. 
 

 Sergeants-at-arms have 
a long and distinguished history 
in Rotary. The organization’s 
first constitution established the 
position as an elected officer of 
the association. Werner Hencke, 
of St. Louis, Missouri, was the 
first to serve in the role. He was 
charged with maintaining order 
at meetings, including the con-
vention, which functioned as 
Rotary’s legislative body in its early years. 
 

 At the 1921 convention in Edinburgh, Scotland, when 
delegates elected George Harris sergeant-at-arms for the up-
coming year, General Secretary Chesley Perry presented him 
with a shillelagh that had been given to Rotary by the Rotary 
Club of Belfast. Harris (no relation to Paul) quipped: “I only 
want to say one thing. I am a little fellow, but I promise you 
now that I will use that mace to keep people straight, and I am 
going to have a great big fellow to assist me so that I will keep 
straight.” 
 

 Each year, the wooden club was passed down, and for 
several decades, the chief sergeant-at-arms carried it at con-
ventions as a ceremonial symbol of the position. There is no 
record, however, that it was ever used for “keeping people 
straight.” The shillelagh is now part of the Rotary History and 
Archives collection. 
 

 As the result of changes to the constitution passed at 
the 1922 convention, sergeants-at-arms now serve as officers 
of the convention, appointed by the president rather than 
elected. 

Historic Moments - Sergeants At Arms 



 

 

 

My dear brothers and sisters in Rotary!  
 

 There is an old saying in India: 
“When you help your neighbor’s boat 
across the water, you find that your own 
has reached the shore.” By helping others, 
we often find that we have helped our-
selves as well. 
 

 Each of us came to Rotary to serve 
– and found the joys and satisfactions of 
friendship and fellowship. In August, the 
month we dedicate to membership and development, we fo-
cus on spreading the message of Rotary. By serving well, with-
out hiding our Rotary light under the proverbial bushel, we 
find ourselves closer to our own goal: a stronger, more vibrant 
Rotary for generations to come. 
 

 Public image and membership go hand in hand. Too 
many people – intelligent, educated, involved people – simply 
have no idea what Rotary is. This is something we need to con-
front. We have heard again and again about communities 
where, despite all the good work that Rotary clubs do, many 
people are unaware that those clubs even exist. This is not the 
way forward for our organization. 
 

 Serving well is the essential first step – but it is only 
the beginning. We have to raise our profile with all the tools 
that are available to us, and there are more tools today than 
there ever were. We have to use social media such as Twitter 
and Facebook, and we have to be sure our clubs have an 
online presence. Having a website is not enough; it must be up 
to date, it must be appealing, it must reflect the work we are 
doing. And it must offer a way for prospective members, once 
they see what we do and become interested, to take the next 
step. 
 

 Rotary has so much to offer. It is up to us to let others 
know what a fantastic organization we have, and to show peo-
ple how they can integrate Rotary into their lives. Service does 
require time, and time is something nobody has enough of 
these days. So we need to ensure that all the time we spend 
with Rotary is worthwhile – that it is rewarding and never 
wasted. When we reach within ourselves and our clubs, when 
we learn what we are capable of and harness that power, we 
will elevate our communities as never before – and elevate 
Rotary as well. 
 

Kalyan Banerjee  

 

The Rotary Foundation supports your 
Rotary service 

 

 A few months ago, Lorna and I 
attended three district conferences. The 
conference programs featured several Rota-
ry Foundation activities, and we heard from 
Ambassadorial Scholars, Rotary Peace Fel-
lows, Group Study Exchange teams, and rep-
resentatives from a number of excellent projects in which Ro-
tarians and the Foundation have worked together. I reflected 
on how much our Rotary Foundation is woven into the fabric 
of our Rotary service. 
 

 After the conferences, I went directly to a meeting of 
the Future Vision Committee. The committee heard from one 
of our RI senior managers, who had tested the process of ap-
plying for grants and found the global grants application to be 
too complex. We also discussed the definition of basic educa-
tion within the areas of focus, possible strategic partnerships, 
and training for those districts not in the pilot. 
 

 There were many other topics, but I mention these to 
demonstrate that there are big items and small items that 
need attention as we work our way through the pilot. We are 
all experiencing some frustrations as we build the Foundation 
for the future. The three years of the pilot will seem a long 
time for many of you, but we are shaping something that 
should help us serve humanity more effectively in the years 
ahead, and we need to test that we are getting it right. 
 

 From that meeting, it was straight into the Finance 
Committee meeting, where senior staff and trustees spent a 
day and a half working through the budget to ensure that our 
operating costs could be as low as possible while still giving 
you the service you need. Our aim is to ensure that we spend 
the maximum amount on programs. 
 

 This is our Rotary Foundation, and there are many 
people working in different ways to give you the best possible 
support in your Rotary service. 
 
 
Bill Boyd 
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 It could have been that moment in a B movie in which the background music picks up a sinister whine. Cut to a close-up 
of an armed lawman and a stranger, walking quietly and with purpose in a place they have haunted before, where they are plan-
ning a holdup now. Cut to their targets, a solitary couple in unfamiliar surroundings. 

 

 But this wasn't a movie. The place was a visitors center near Amaril-
lo, Texas. The couple were Half Moon Bay husband and wife Don Medina 
and Trisha Blue. The lawman was Amarillo Police Cpl. Jerry Neufeld, with Bill 
Archinal of Amarillo. 
 

 The planned holdup was also real. Neufeld and Archinal, having 
scanned the visitors center for out-of-state license plates, had zeroed in on 
Medina and Blue to announce they had been picked for the Holdup Program 
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Amarillo. 
 

 In this ongoing program, an officer and local Rotarian treat area visi-
tors to dinner, the musical "Texas" in Palo Duro Canyon and nice local lodg-
ings. It's all to foster goodwill and friendships encouraged by Rotary's mis-
sion. 
 

 "The Half Moon Bay couple just happened to be in the right place at 
the right time," said Amarillo Rotarian John Kanelis. "We get 'em from all around the world." 
 

 All around the world almost describes where Medina and Blue ride on their motorcycles, a shared passion since the 
1990s. Medina, a retired mechanic with Wonder Bread delivery trucks, is the current president of the Northern California Voyag-
er Association motorcycle club. Blue, an executive assistant for Morgenthaler Ventures, is its secretary. 
 

 Together - he on his two-wheeled Kawasaki Voyager with 166,000 miles, she on her luxurious 2007 Honda Goldwing 
trike conversion with 73,000 miles - they have visited Yellowstone National Park, traversed Canada, seen Niagara Falls, penetrat-
ed the Smoky and Ozark mountains, and visited Santa Fe, N.M., Mesa Verde, Colo., the Grand Canyon and more. 
 

They were heading for Arkansas and an American Voyager Association rally, with an extra day planned in Louisiana, when they 
pulled up at the visitor center. Up walked Archinal and Neufeld. 
 

 "I thought, what have we done?" said Blue, rolling her eyes. "Maybe they just wanted to talk about motorcycles." 
 

 Not so. Archinal asked if they wanted to stay in a local hotel, have dinner and take in a performance of "Texas," the 
Holdup highlight. 
 

 "There was an officer there, so we believed what was going on," said Blue. "This turned out to be our extra day." 
 

 The couple was escorted to Amarillo's Ambassador Hotel to luxuriate in air-conditioned rooms after five days in 100-
degree temperatures. They dined on filet mignon and Bonsmara beef at the County Barn Steakhouse. "The best steak dinner I've 
ever had," said Medina. "I couldn't believe how quickly and easily it was gone. Now I understand why people rave about Texas 
beef." 
 

 With dinner companions Archinal and wife Karen, they soon discovered shared interests in bicycling, hiking and outdoor 
wonders like Texas' canyon scenery, Purisima Canyon and Montara Mountain. "Over dinner we had so much to talk about," said 
Medina. 
 

 They had wanted to see the Palo Duro Canyon, America's second-largest after the Grand Canyon, and were thrilled to 
discover that "Texas" is staged in an amphitheater at its base. 
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Seeing The Country By Motorcycle 
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 A quarter-mile from the colored rock of the canyon wall, they 
watched a fictional, circa-1876 story about farmers, ranchers and Native 
Americans learning to live together in times of cultural change complete 
with love stories, music, dance and mounted riders. 
 

 "You forget how wonderful music is," said Medina. "When the 
drums bang and you see horses in the background ... it brings everything to 
life. I couldn't believe our luck." 
 

 Starting the next day, the couple continued their exploration of 
Route 66 including Cadillac Ranch (with its field of half-buried Cadillacs in 
tribute to the car), a similar setup with VW Beetles, and Nevada, where tem-
peratures reached 103 degrees. Their trip spanned 17 days and 4,500 miles, 
from Half Moon Bay to Arkansas and back. 
 

 Medina had begun motorcycle travel in the mid-1990s, and introduced Blue to cross-county travel. 
 

 For this pair, motorcycle travel is the only way to go. "It's a lot like being a cowboy," said Medina. "Nothing protects 
you. It's just you and your wits. 
 

 "If you pass a bush (with) fragrance, you get to smell that scent," he continued. "You meet all kinds of people. We have 
interesting experiences in little towns" no one ever sees. 
 

 Rising early, they typically clock from 350 to 450 miles daily. The couple recommend exercises to strengthen the gluteus 
maximus for comfort on long hauls, but say nothing beats the quiet miles. 
 

 "Everything is in the here and now. You focus on road conditions, scenery - it clears the mind of clutter," said Blue. "It 
really is a freeing experience." 
 

 On long hauls they depend on hand signals to communicate that everything is OK, or that they need to rehydrate or an-
swer nature's call. Mechanical problems? "I have my own mechanic," laughed Blue. Cool weather? Blue plugs a cord into her 
bike that warms the special suit she wears. Boredom? They can access music - but don't want to. 
 

 "We get to be together but all alone with our thoughts," said Medina. "When we stop we have a million things to talk 
about." 
 

 "People (spend) a lot of money to do what we do on our motorcycles," said Blue. 

What Paul Harris Said 

 "We must help all nations in distress and raise the standards of living of the 
lowly. If we steadfastly pursue this course, prosperity such as we have never enjoyed 
before will be ours, the wheels of industry will be kept turning, and all nations will be 
friends. 
 

 What a blessing it would be to live in a friendly world, where all nations are 
good neighbors! ". 
 
1946 


