
 

 
My Dear Rotarians,  
 

 After returning from 
an eye opening experience at 
the Rotary International Con-
vention in Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada in June I took a well 
deserve break and flew to 
Puerto Rico, the Island of En-
chantment, where I enjoyed 
the Caribbean for about 2 
and a half weeks with my 
wife, daughters, and  grand-
sons. Understand that Puerto 
Rico is home to me and that once in a while I get homesick for 
the tropical rhythm of the landscape.  I took the opportunity 
to visit the Rotary Club of my hometown, Mayaguez, where I 
ǿŀǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ƎǳŜǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ wƻπ
tarians share a common bond of fellowship and service. 
 

 Once I returned to West Texas I started my visits to 
the clubs that make up our wonderful district. What an out-
standing experience it is to visit the clubs and listen to the 
members speak of their dedication to Rotary, their communi-
ties, and to the children of the world. 
 

 L ŀƳ ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ртол ƛǎ ƻƴ ƛǘΩǎ 
way to grow in membership. All the clubs that I have visited so 
far, 7 to be exact, have inducted or are in the process of in-
ducting new members for the current Rotary year. It is by in-
viting young professionals to join Rotary that we can ensure 
the future of our organization and therefore bring new and 
invigorating ideas to the clubs.  
 

 Read about my travel experiences in the District Gov-
ŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ [ƻƎ section of this newsletter. 
  

 [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ Big-
ger...BetterΧΦŀƴŘΧΦBolder! 
 

In the Spirit of Rotary, 
 
   

  
 

 PDG Louis Rochester passed 
away peacefully at home on his 92nd 
birthday, July 21, 2010. 
 

 As an active community member, 
his life was filled with countless successes 
and accomplishments, but he cherished 
his church, his family and his friends 
above all else. 
 
 Louis was born on July 21, l918, in Florence, Alabama. 
He and his father arrived in West Texas in 1929, on their way 
to California. They pitched a tent on Jackson Street, and 
Odessa has remained his home since then.   
 

 Soon after arriving in Odessa, he began to attend First 
Presbyterian Church and became a member on March 31, 
1931. It was there that the preacher's daughter caught his eye 
as she sang in the choir. After a long and proper courtship, he 
and Lois Laura Murphy were married on November 8, 1941. 
 

 Louis served proudly for his country from 1942 to 
1946. He returned from his tour of duty determined to provide 
a good life for his family and contribute to his community. He 
became a Rotarian where he served in every elected capacity 
for the local club and as District Governor in 1978 through 
1979. He was proud to be a Paul Harris Fellow, and at his pass-
ing had over 64 years of perfect attendance. 
 
 The business endeavors of Louis far exceed the scope 
of this writing, but the realization of his dreams started with a 
partnership with his brother-in-law, Thomas D. Murphy. To-
gether they founded Murphy & Rochester, Real Estate and 
Insurance. Louis went on to make significant contributions to 
the City of Odessa and the Permian Basin, generally shunning 
the limelight.  
 

 He is survived by his wife, Lois; their son, Louis Paul 
(Lakeway, Texas); and their daughter, Joy Christine (Boulder, 
Colo.). Additional surviving family includes his sister; daughter
-in-law; three grandchildren; and numerous nieces and neph-
ews. He was loved and respected by all who knew him. 
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My visitations stated on the first week of August by making my first stop to the 
Sweetwater Rotary Club, chartered in 1925 (my home club). I figured that if I needed to 
practice on my presentation then let it be on my home turf. If the members of my 
home club did not tarred me, feathered me, and ran me out of town riding a donkey 
ōŀŎƪǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ƘŀŘ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƛƴŎŜ LΩƳ 
still intact. The club is getting ready for a fund raiser in December, the annual Shoe Pro-
ject, on growing the club membership, and donating to Polio and the Rotary Founda-
tion. The club participates yearly with the RYLA program and sponsors a yearly trip to 
Creel, Mexico to assist the Tarahumara Indians. The club transferred in a new Rotary 
member, Mark Mims, from the McKinny Noon Rotary Club. During my official visit I 
made a Paul Harris Fellow Presentation to Homer K. Taylor. On a personal note, I want 
to thank club President Russ Petty and the board for their support during my journey  
on becoming the  2010-2011 District Governor. 

 
 

 My next visit was to the Big Spring Rotary club, chartered in 1928. The club is 
getting ready for a Blood Drive in which the committee will coordinated with a Blood 
Bank in informing the community on the importance of donating blood.  During my 
visit I inducted a new member to the club, Larry Rodgers. In addition to Larry, 2 others 
will be inducted into the club. The club is brainstorming on the idea to put on a Putt-
Putt Golf Tournament to raise money for the Polio Challenge. Club President Tim 
Green came up with the idea. Thinking outside the box! The club is also involved in 
sponsoring students to RYLA and in literacy projects. It was great to see and visit with 
PDG Jerry Worthy who presented me with an autograph book based on his life. 
  

 
The Colorado City Rotary club, chartered in 1988, might be a small club, but 

their enthusiasm and willingness to serve is a force to be reckoned with. They have 
inducted 3 new members into their club since the beginning of the new Rotary year. 
The club was asked to join in with two other civic organizations to honor all the 
teachers in the school district. They also plan to have a golf tournament to raise 
funds for scholarships. The club will be donating and distributing school supplies to 
the elementary students in their community. They have a dictionary project in the 
works for this year.  Club President Paul Smith is full of energy and has a genuine de-
sire to serve. 

 
 

 My fourth visit took me to the Snyder Rotary club which was chartered in 1947. 
They have 2 new members to induct into their club. The club will be involved in a city wide 
cleanup campaign named Sparkle City. Last year the Snyder Rotary club and the Sweetwater 
Rotary club faced off on a friendly challenge on the turf of the Sweetwater HS Mustang Bowl 
Football Field. The Snyder club won the Rotary Football Traveling Trophy which is now in the 
halls of the Snyder HS. The clubs will once again face off in September to see who wins the 
trophy this year.  Club President Ralph Ramon is quite sure that the Snyder club will once 
again win the prize. The club is involved with putting out the American Flag on those special 
dates and is also involved with RYLA. They continue to contribute to Polio and the Rotary 
Foundation. 
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At the end of my first week, I visited the Greater Big Spring Rotary club char-
tered in 1977. I met with club President Debbie Wegman and the board. The club has 1 
new member to be inducted into the club. I had a chance to visit with PDG Bob Lewis 
who was making up from his normal Rotary club meeting. The club honored Rtn. Rich-
ard Sanders, who has relocated away from our district, by having an Interact Scholar-
ship named after him. Richard had done so much for the Interact students in the com-
munity and will be missed. The club in involved in a literacy project, sponsoring stu-
dents to RYLA, sending a participant to the Diabetic Camp, Annual Golf Tournament to 
raise money for local needs, and many other community oriented projects. The club 
also participates in International projects in Mexico. 

 

 My second week of travels started out by driving out to Odessa Sunday eve-
ning and meet with the club officers of the Greater Odessa Rotary club which was char-
tered in 1985. It was a outstanding evening of good food and great fellowship. PDG 
Don Shinn, who happens to be a great cook,  and Club President Barbara Shinn were 
great hostesses. The board explained to me what they plan to accomplish this rotary 
year. I got a chance to visit with PDG Charles Cotton and his wife Bonnie. During the 
club visit I received the opportunity to present Past Club President Ted Tuminowski 
with his Past President Pin and Plague. The club is very active in collecting donations 
towards the End Polio Now campaign. The club is in the process of setting up a Devel-
oping Leaders program in the Gale Pond Alamo Elementary School. The club sponsors 
an Earlyact program in the elementary school in Crain and is also working on a reverse 

matching grant to be able to sponsor and send eligible kids to the Diabetic Camp. Some are the projects planned are : Ringing the 
Bell for the Salvation Army, Christmas for Our Troops, Ronald McDonald House, and  Assisting at the CAF Air show. Hopefully the 
club will induct 2 new members into the club in a few weeks. 

 
 Following my morning visit to the Greater Odessa Rotary club, 

I set off to the noon meeting of the Midland West Rotary club, chartered in 
1962. I started the morning meeting with Club President Johnny Woods and 
the board. It was great hearing about the Youth Exchange program and about 
some of the projects the club is involved in. The club is very active in sponsor-
ing an Interact Club at their local school. I had the chance to meet Youth Ex-
change student Karin Lang who is from Austria. She is being sponsored by the 
club. Besides the Youth Exchange program, the club also sponsors students to 
participate in RYLA. Projects in areas of literacy and hunger are in the works. 
Donating to the Rotary Foundation and to the End Polio Now Campaign are 
top priority to the club members. 

 

bŜȄǘ LΩƳ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ {ǇŜŀǊƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ [ŀƳŜǎŀΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǿǊŀǇ ǳǇ Ƴȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ ǾƛǎƛǘǎΦ  L ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƳŜ Ƴȅ Ŏƭǳō Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ !ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜΣ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ ½ƻƴŜ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ wƻǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜǎǘ Χ Building Communities and Bridging Continents. 
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 A few weeks ago I met with PDG Jim Cole and Pat Re-
fro (from Envoye Travel & Cruise) in Lubbock. The purpose was 
to decide on a cruise that was short and affordable. After pros 
and cons of different cruises it was decided on a Coastal Get-
away. 
 

 Getaways of 7 days along the Pacific Coast are a won-
derful, relaxing way to escape. This convenient sailing is of-
fered from October 1 to October 8, 2011 on the Sapphire Prin-
ŎŜǎǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ƎŜǘŀǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛπ
ties behind and enjoy all the leisurely activities, entertainment 
and amenities of a Princess ship.  
 

This is a new cruise.  The ship will embark from Los 
Angeles, with stops to ports in Santa Barbara, San Francisco, 
San Diego, Ensenada, and back to Los Angeles. 

 

 Please consider in joining fellow Rotarians to a relax-
ing week of fellowship and fun. In the meantime, for prelimi-
nary information contact Pat Refro. Her phone numbers are as 
follows: Bus (806) 793-3901, Home (806) 281-6435, Fax (806) 
793-4643 and her e-mail address is pat@envoye.com. 
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 Rotary conventions are unique and special events, and 
I am pleased to invite Rotarians and their guests to attend the 
2011 RI Convention in one of my favorite cities, New Orleans! 
 

 New Orleans is one of the most historic cities in the 
United States, yet it is also a modern metropolis with an out-
standing convention center. New Orleans is back in full swing 
with more restaurants and bars than ever before, waiting to 
welcome you. The world-famous French Quarter has a Mardi 
Gras atmosphere all year long... Walk the streets and you will 
hear the hum τ the beat τ the rhythm τ that is New Or-
leans. The birthplace of jazz! A city that has something for eve-
ryone. 
 

 New Orleans is truly a special place for me. It was the 
port where I boarded a Lykes Line freighter in 1961 to sail to 
South Africa as a Rotary Scholar to study at the University of 
Cape Town. When the ship sailed under the big bridge over 
the Mississippi River, I entered an exciting world of new conti-
nents, new cultures, and new countries. It was a trip that has 
lasted a lifetime! 
 

 Now the convention during my year as RI president 
will be held in the New Orleans convention center at the base 
of that big bridge under which I sailed as a Rotary Scholar. An 
astonishing coincidence! I look forward to celebrating my 50 
years of active involvement in Rotary with Rotarians from 
around the world! 
 

 wƻǘŀǊƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇƭŀŎŜΗ {ƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ 
meet in New Orleans and celebrate what Rotarians do better 
than anyone else in the world: Build Communities - Bridge 
Continents. 
 

Ray Klinginsmith  
RI President, 2010-11 

LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL Χ !GAIN 

mailto:pat@envoye.com


 

KEEPING OUR PROMISE ... 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

 Well, it's that time of the year again and we are receiving our Rotary Youth Exchange 
students just in time for our annual orientation meeting at Prude Ranch near Ft. Davis. Carlotta 
Nilius of Germany was the first to arrive on Sunday the 8th of August.  She will be staying in 
Amarillo.  Karin Lang (pictured below with DG Caro) of Austria arrived Monday the 9th.  She will 
be living in Midland.  Tuesday the 10th saw the arrivals of Fabiola da Silva of Brazil (to be in 
Odessa), Berangere Curnier of France who will be in Lubbock and Adrian Wasik from Poland 

who will be in Pecos.  On Thursday, August 12, Angelo Olteteanu of Romania arrived for his stay in Plainview.  Our last inbound 
student is Kornelia Lyberg from Norway who is to arrive in the United States on August 17 and will be staying  in Lubbock. 
 

 These students will all be long term exchanges ending next summer.  District 5730 also had the pleasure of a short term 
exchange in Amarillo.  The Curtis family in Amarillo hosted Frederico Facchin from Italy after sending their son to Italy earlier this 
summer. 
 

 Next month, we will tell you about the Orientation meeting at Prude Ranch and begin a short biography on each of our 
inbound students. 
 
 While we are receiving 7 long term and one short term students, District 5730 is also sending two young men to Europe 
as Outbound students.  They are Stewart Cowan from Panhandle who is now in Germany and Jeffrey Pond from Tulia who is in 
Austria. 
 

Jack Campbell 
District 5730 Youth Exchange Officer 

2011 DISTRICT 5730 CONFERENCE 

 Make plans to attend the 2011 District Conference in 
Amarillo 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE STUDENTS ARRIVE 
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