
Governorôs Views: 
As the Rotary Foundation month comes to a close and we celebrate 

the holiday season, I would like to share some thoughts on why I am 

thankful for our foundation.  

 

¶ For the ten of thousands of Rotary volunteers who work 

tirelessly on projects to make this a better world for 

everyone.  

¶ For the many projects of The Rotary Foundation that are 

changing lives around the world daily.   

¶ For the countless water projects that are being completed.  

Water is the source of life and bring clean water to every 

corner of the world will do more to eradicate hunger, disease, 

and death than anything else.  

¶ For the literacy projects that provide every child the 

opportunity to survive and to thrive, but also the chance at a 

life worth living.  

 

(continued on page 2) 
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M erry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 
~from Jim Cole, District Governor  and  the District Committee ~ 

 

The Four Way Test 
¶ Is it the TRUTH? 

¶ Is it FAIR to all concerned? 

¶ Will it build GOOD WILL and 

BETTER FREINDSHIPS? 

¶ Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned? 
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Governorôs Views: (continued from page 1) 

 
¶ For Ambassadorial Scholars and Peace Scholars who are helping to change the world and bring about world peace.  Their 

contributions to humanity and the peace building process are immeasurable.  

¶ For the countless young professionals who participate in our Group Study Exchange program and help build 

relationships between countries of different cultures.  For the tens of thousands of Rotary volunteers who work tirelessly 

on projects to make this a better world for everyone.  

 

Rotary and our foundation is doing so much, and we cannot measure the service that we are giving.  Our District Simplified Grant 

program in our own district is doing outstanding results. The Canadian Rotary Club has just completed their DSG Dictionary Project.   

The following comments were made as Rotarians delivered these wonderful, colorful, hardbound dictionaries to:  

 

"Miami ISD  

Anna Booze delivered these books and the kids were thrilled to have NONSMOKE  

smelling NEW books - Such a hit!  (After the fire)  

 

Follett ISD  

The Rader's delivered these and said the kids were so excited and the Rader's  

enjoyed delivering them.  

 

Higgins ISD  

One of the teachers at one of these small schools said they only had one Dictionary for  

all to share!  They were thrilled!  

 

Canadian ISD  

Several Rotarians delivered to the 4 classrooms and every Rotarian involved said,  

"Let's do this next year?"  

 

Thanks for being so supportive and encouraging on this project.  I was wary at first,  

due to the availability of the internet. I have changed my view.  Nothing replaces the  

Value of a book ill hand."  

 

Yes, the best part of being a Rotarian is getting out and seeing Rotary in Action. We do so much worldwide,  but we also serve our 

local communities.  

 

As this year comes to an end, we will all be looking at our tax liabilities for 2009.  Any contribution made to The Rotary Foundation 

prior to December 31, 2009 can be deducted from your 2009 tax return.  If you need additional deductions for this year, please 

consider a donation to The Rotary Foundation. Remember you can get a ticket for the District Cruise Raffle for every $10.00 given to 

the annual fund drive of The Rotary Foundation.  

 

Merry Christmas, 

Jim  
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¶ April 29 ð May 2, 2010 

MULTIDISTRICT CONFERENCE 

San Antonio, Texas 

 

¶ October 16 -25, 2010 

òPANAMA CANALó CRUISE 

Paul Harris 

"Perhaps dreaming is not so bad if 

one dreams good dreams and 

makes them come true."  

 

"Personality has power to uplift, 

power to depress, power to curse, 

and power to bless." 
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Partner's Viewpoint 
 

ñHow District 5730 Rotarians Celebrate the Holidays by Sharing and being of Service to others" 

 

A local member of the club pays $10.000 for the Fire Works.  The weather caused the project to be delayed this year.  Jim and I 

were planning to attend, but we stayed at home due to the weather.  Maybe we will be able to attend next year.  

 

The following clubs help ring bells for the Salvation Army: Odessa Rotary, Pampa, Amarillo West, Greater Big Spring, and 

Greater Odessa.  I am sure.  Other clubs in the district also participate in this worthy cause, but these are the only ones I have 

listed in my notes.  

 

The Tahoka Rotary Club participates in "Christmas on the Square".  They also sponsor the "Santa Project" and 

donate $1000.00 to" Christmas is for Kids".  

 

The Andrews Rotary Club gives socks and throws to persons in the Nursing Home.  The Lubbock Rotary Club's big 

project is helping the Food Bank.  They give $30,000 to the South Plains Food Bank yearly.  

 

The Greater Odessa club collects items for "Christmas for Our Troops.  

 

The Kermit Rotary Club participates in the Lighted Christmas Parade.  This year their float was to be a train.  The train 

was to have four cars.  The Kermit Interact Club helps to build the float.  

 

The Levelland Noon Rotary Club has a Christmas Party for children with special needs.  The children attend a regular 

meeting, have lunch with the members, then Santa arrives and presents each child with a special gift.  The kids have a 

great time, but I honestly think the Rotarians enjoy the party the most.  Attendance at the meeting seems to be always 

good duringthe Christmas party.  The Levelland Noon club also has a Christmas Party in the evening for members and 

their spouses.  Members are asked to bring a toy to be given to the Family Outreach.  

 

Greater Big Spring club members participate in the Angel Tree Project.  

 

Midland West participates in a project "Christmas in Action".  This project occurs during the spring of the year.  

 

While you begin the New Year watching the Rose Bowl Parade, please think of the Seminole Rotary Club as they 

donate annually to the Rotary International Float that appears in the parade on New Year's Day.  

 

As we come to a close of 2009, I wish for each or you and your loved ones, a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 

Year.  I hope your year has been as blessed as mine has.  I have had a great experience visiting the clubs and learning 

about the projects. 

 

 Thanks to each of the clubs for allowing us to visit and for treating us so very nicely.  

 

Sue 

 

District Governor, Jim Cole is shown as he is putting up Christmas Wreaths on 

all the mailboxes on Fannin Avenue in Levelland, TX.  When Jim moved into 

the neighborhood, he started putting up the wreaths.  Then there were only six 

homes on the street.  He now puts up twenty wreaths each year.  One year the 

street won an award for the "Best Decorated Street".  

 

During our travels throughout the District, we have been pleased to learn of the 

many projects that clubs do to help others.  Since Rotary is based on "Serviceò, we 

aren't really surprised of the many projects.  I would like to share some of the 

projects with you.  If I missed a major project of your club, please let me know.  

 
The Pecos Rotary Club has a tree lighting project in the park on the first Tuesday 

on December.  In addition to the lights, they have a Fire Works display (which is 

done by a professional team).  
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The following notice was included in our July newsletter.  Paragraph 4 has been revised to provide information about the non-

deductibility of dues as a charitable contribution, which we recently became aware of.  It is particularly important for clubs with 

gross receipts of US $100,000 or more to include a statement on this on their dues statements to their members 

 

USA, PUERTO RICO and US VIRGIN ISLANDS 

ROTARY CLUBS AND DISTRICTS AND THE IRS  
From Club and District Support - Pan America Department  

Rotary International, 1560 Sherman Avenue, Evanston, Illinois 60201 

USA Telephone: (847)-866-3000; Fax: (847)-866-3072  

 

What follows is not tax advice, but general information, which may be useful.  Questions regarding any tax matters need 

to be referred to local counsel, your tax adviser or to the IRS.  (http://www.irs.ustreas.gov or 1-800-829-1040)  

 

On 13 May 1958, the Internal Revenue Service declared that Rotary International (RI) and its clubs and districts are entitled 

to exemption from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code.  While Rotary districts and 

clubs are exempt from paying federal income tax, the law does require Rotary clubs and districts to file an annual information 

return on IRS Form 990, on or before the 15th day of the 5th month following the close of the annual accounting period (15 

November).  Certain organizations, other than private foundations, that do not normally receive more than $25,000 in gross 

receipts in each taxable year are not required to file Form 990.  

Starting in 2008, clubs or districts with gross receipts of $25.000 or less were required to file Form 990-N, which is an 

electronic e-Postcard report.  This report is required annually.  Failure to meet the annual filing requirement for three 

consecutive years will result in revocation of the tax-exempt status of the club or district in question.  To learn more 
about this requirement, and to obtain the necessary e-Postcard report form, visit the US Treasury website at: 
www.irs.gov/eo, or call the toll-free number: (877) 829-5500.  

Numbers: RI's Group Exemption Number (referred to as "GEN" on Form 990), is 0573, which applies to RI as well as all 

USA, Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands clubs and districts. At the same time, every club and district in the USA, Puerto Rico 

and Virgin Islands is required to have its own Employer Identification Number (EIN).   This 9-digit number is essentially a 

tax ID number, and has nothing to do with whether the club or district has any employees.  As RI must report annually the 

EINs of all districts and clubs in the USA, Puerto Rico and Virgin Islands, the RI secretariat maintains a list of those EIN tax 

numbers for reference.  New Rotary Clubs, however, must apply directly to the IRS for an EIN number to be assigned to the 

new Rotary club.  Please contact your Club and District Support (CDS) representative at Rotary International headquarters if 

you have any questions about the EIN number for your club or district.  

Tax Deductible Status: Contributions to clubs and districts are generally not tax deductible as charitable contributions. Clubs 

and districts that have gross annual receipts that normally exceed $100,000 generally must include a disclosure statement 

regarding the non-deductibility of contributions during fundraising solicitations (IRC Sec. 6113).  Note that this includes 

invoices for payment of dues.  See IRS Notice 88-120 for more details and acceptable disclosure language.  Contributions to 

any club or district charitable fund thai has /obtained tax exemption under Section 501( c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 

may be tax deductible as charitable contributions.  Membership dues may be deductible for some Rotarians as business 

expenses.  

Other Taxes: Clubs or districts may be required to file IRS Form 990-T if they have "unrelated business income.ò  An 

unrelated trade or business is defined as any trade or business that is regularly carried on, and that is not substantially related 

to the organization's exempt purpose or function.  (IRC Sec. 513).  Federal Social Security and withholding taxes, and local 

state income taxes may be required from a club or district that has one or more paid employees. Please contact the IRS or your 

tax consultant or attorney for guidance on this issue.  

The laws of individual states vary in regard to state income tax, sales tax, other taxes and special licenses.  The 501 (c)(4) 

status applies only to federal income tax and does not necessarily have any bearing on state or local taxes.  IRS 

interpretation of its Code also can vary slightly in different US Treasury districts.  
          October 2009 

http://www.irs.ustreas.gov/


 

 

Committee Chair Johnny Woods and Club Secretary were all 

smiles during the evening.  (Left)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chair Johnny Woods and his committee 

celebrating the "Vacation - Get Away - Give Away results.  

(Below)  
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  MIDLAND WEST ROTARY CLUB  

 
VACATION  

GET AWAY -GIVEAWAY  

 
On Friday evening, November 20th, Governor Jim and sister Sue traveled to Midland to attend the Vacation - Get Away - Give Away fund raiser 

of the Midland West Rotary Club. This is a great fundraiser, great fellowship, and a great evening according to our governor.  The fundraiser is a 

reverse drawing, with the last ticket winning the grand prize - a Fully Transferable $3,500 Travel Voucher. 

Club President Joe Campbell and wife 

Donna enjoying the evening.  (Below)  

 
Johnny Wood and the $3,500 Grand Prize Winner. 
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The Governor and his Travels 

 
                                                                                 GREATER ODESSA 

 

Our Governor and President Ted Twuinowski 

(right) enjoyed a few laughs as Jim presented Ted 

with his certificate from Lone Star P.E.T.S.  The 

club was busy making plans on the major 

distribution of 2,200 dictionaries to every third 

grade student in Ector County as part of their 

literacy project for this Rotary year.  

 

 
                                                                                      KERMIT  

 

 
 

Kermit Rotarians with their 50-year certificate 

The Kermit Rotary Club was chartered on June 15, 

1960.  Our Governor had the honor to present to 

Club President Rodney Haynes a certificate from 

Rotary International in recognition of their fifty 

years of service to the Kermit community.  

The Governor learned of the clubs plan for the 

Thanksgiving Dinner for senior citizens during his 

visit and saw the design of their Lighted Christmas 

Parade float during the visit with the board of the 

Kermit Club.  

 








