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Governor’s Views: 

 

"ROTARIANS ARE ORDINARY PEOPLE 

DOING EXTRAORDINARY THINGS"  

 

Thank You District 5730 Rotarians for being ordinary 

and doing those extra ordinary things. 

 

This week as I prepared to write my views for the 

month, several extra ordinary things came into my 

mind.  Among those are:  

 

(continued Page 2) 

April 29 – May 2, 2010 
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San Antonio, Texas 
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TEAMWORK 

I have been impressed with the joint projects of 

Rotary Clubs across the District.  The Rotary 

Walkway in Odessa, a joint project of the Rotary 

Club of Odessa, Odessa East Rotary Club, and 

Greater Odessa Rotary Club is a fine example to 

Rotary Clubs working together.  The public 

relations project of the Amarillo Rotary Club, 

Amarillo East, Amarillo South, Amarillo West, 

and the Canyon Rotary Club was excellent.  

"Rotary Action”, a 12 page advertising section 

created by Amarillo Global-News Custom 

Publishing told the Rotary story, in the Fall/Winter 

and Spring/Summer issues.  Thanks to these five 

clubs, Rotary is no longer a secret in the Panhandle 

of Texas. 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION 

With a strong desire to support The Rotary 

Foundation, Rotarians in District 5730 have given 

over $85,000 to the annual fund as of April 9, 

2010.  I fully expect our annual giving to soar 

during the next three weeks, as we get ready to 

have our cruise raffle.  Members of the District 

foundation committee have done an excellent job 

this year.  Matching grants have been approved, 

scholarships awarded, travel by our GSE team to 

Thailand, district simplified grants awarded.  

Thanks to this committee for your hard work. 

POLIO CHALLENGE 

As of April 9, 2010, Rotarians and clubs have 

given $15,831.20 to Polio.  The Canadian Rotary 

Club, Greater Southwest Lubbock Rotary Club, 

Midland Rotary Club has given over $2,000 each 

to Polio this year.   
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These clubs will receive a special certificate from 

RI President John Kinney for their contribution 

towards Polio during the year.  I fully expect to 

receive certificates for the Big Spring Rotary Club, 

and our Levelland Rotary Clubs since their giving 

is so close to the $2,000 giving level.  Clubs are 

requested to send their "pig money" in prior to 

.May 15th.  Make your checks payable to ''The 

Rotary Foundation" and mail to DG Jim Cole, 110 

Fannin Avenue, Levelland, Texas 79336.  

When our giving reaches $20,000 for Polio, 

Governor Jim will contact The Lubbock Rotary 

Club Foundation for their matching gift of 

$20,000.  Only $4,200 to go to receive this 

matching gift.  

DISTRICT CRUISE RAFFLE 

The winning ticket for our “PANAMA CANAL 

CRUISE" will be drawn on Friday, April 30th at 

the TEJAS MULTI-DISTRICT CONFERENCE.  

Clubs should turn in their ticket stubs by noon on 

April 30, 2010.  Rotarians are urged to purchase or 

sell ten tickets for this great cruise. 

We currently have 51 signed up for the Panama 

Canal Cruise.  Our Travel Agent Pat Renfro has 

confirmed three special activities for our group 

during the day at sea with Princess. If you have an 

interest in this cruise or have any questions; please 

contact Pat. Office number is 806-793-3901, home 

number 806-281-6435, Sign up now for the trip of 

a lifetime. 

 

"ROTARIANS ARE ORDINARY PEOPLE 

DOING EXTRAORDINARY THINGS"  

 

District 5730 Rotarians – Thank you again for all 

of the EXTRA ORDINARY things you do. 

 

Jim  

 

 

 

 

Governor’s Views continued: 
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PARTNER’S VIEWPOINT 

ROTARY CLUB CAMP FOR CHILDREN WITH DIABETES MELLITUS 
 

Diabetic Camp is one of the most worthwhile projects conducted by Rotary District 5730.  Of course, it does 

not affect as many children as the book and dictionary projects.  However, to the children and the families of 

the children who attend Diabetic Camp this is a life changing experience.  After a young man attended camp a 

few years ago, his mother said to me “please let everyone know how important camp is for a child with 

diabetes.  When my son returned from camp, he informed me that he was responsible for caring for his illness 

and his care was not up to the family.  Camp changed his life and the life of our entire family.  We were all less 

tense and again able to function without constant worry about his illness”.  Diabetic Camp blessed this family 

and has helped many others.  

Diabetic Camp is June 21-June 26 at CETA GLEN Christian Camp at Happy, Texas.  The camp director is 

Sherry Williams of the Amarillo East Rotary Club.  She has served as director since 2001.  District 5730 is 

privileged to have as co-directors Dr. Rolf Habersang and Sue Rankin of Texas Tech University Health Science 

Center-Pedi Providers, Amarillo, TX.  This will be the first year for Dr. Habersang and Sue Rankin to serve in 

this capacity.  

District 5730 will be accepting more responsibility in camp operation and finances this year.  Registration fees 

are based on a graduated fee schedule and each family's ability to pay.  Local Rotary Clubs are encouraged to 

provide sponsorships.  The cost to provide care for one camper is approximately $500.  The camp is also 

graciously funded in part by a Grant from Children's Miracle Network, Amarillo.  Volunteers from the 

TTUHSC serve as counselors; however, District 5730 must provide the cost of room and board for the 

counselors.  There is one counselor for every three campers.  Thus, District 5730 is responsible for providing 

room and board for at least fifteen counselors.  In past years, the camp has operated in the deficient.  Hopefully, 

District 5730 can do a better job financially this year.  If your club is not sponsoring a camper, it would be most 

helpful if you as an individual or your club could send a donation to help with camp expenses.  PLEASE SEND 

DONATIONS -MARKED DIABETIC CAMP TO JIM COLE BY MAY 15, 2010.  

Camp director, Sherry Williams is seeking volunteers to help with evening activities.  If your club is near the 

camp, it would be most helpful if some of your members, Interact Club, or Rotary Club would visit the camp in 

the evening.  Sherry suggested bringing fishing poles and teaching campers how to fish, provide archery 

lessons, or any other activity.  If you have talented musicians, perhaps they could present a program.  PLEASE 

consider volunteering your time and talent to help make this Diabetic Camp the very best ever.  

Applications and additional information can be found on the District Website.  If you have other questions, 

please contact the Director, Sherry Williams at:  sherri.williams1@sbcglobal.net 

Sue 

  

 

 

 

mailto:sherri.williams1@sbcglobal.net


 

 

PDG LOUIS & MRS. ROCHESTER 

HONORED 
 

Louis Rochester stood with perfect attention; his head held 

high, as he listened to Grow Odessa President Toby Eoff 

list the many accomplishments of the Rochester‟s. 

 

“Rochester has been involved in every facet of life in 

Odessa since he moved here in 1929”, stated Eoff.  “He has 

served as the chairman of more than 30 different 

organizations and is an ardent supporter of education”. 

 

Grow Odessa, formerly the Odessa Industrial Development 

Corp., honored Louis and his wife Lois civic contributions 

by donating $25,000 each to Odessa College and the 

University of Texas of the Permian Basin on Tuesday, 

April 6, 2010 at the Odessa Chamber of Commerce. 

 

A scholarship fund had previously been established at both 

universities, but the Grow Odessa‟s donations made the 

fund a permanent endowment. 

 

President Gregory Williams, Odessa College President 

stated, “It‟s important because Louis Rochester has been 

involved in Odessa College and has been very important to 

the community...he knew what the benefit of higher 

education can be... he is a strong supporter of education”. 

 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

APRIL 29 - MAY 2, 2010 

TEJAS MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONFERENCE  
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 

 

MAY 22, 2010 

DISTRICT ASSEMBLY  

SOUTH PLAINS COLLEGE LEVELLAND, TEXAS 

 

JUNE 7-11, 2010 

CAMP RYLA 

LONE TREE BIBLE RANCH CAPTAIN, NM 

 

JUNE 21-26, 2010 

DIABETES CAMP 

CET A GLEN CHRISTIAN CAMP HAPPY, TEXAS 
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DISTRICT ASSEMBLY 
 

South Plains College, SPC Student Center 

Levelland, Texas 

May 22, 2010, 9:30am to 4:00pm 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 
 

Training Seminar for  

Club Officers and Committees 
 

Participants include President Elect & Incoming 

Club Leadership Team (Club Secretary, Club 

Treasurer, Club Committee Chairs), and Club 

Members interested in attending. 

 

 

The DISTRICT ASSEMBLY prepares incoming 

club officers and committees for opportunities 

and responsibilities in the new 2010-2011 Rotary 

Year.  There will also sessions planned for club 

officers and orientation for new members.  

 

Our District has approximately 20 committees 

specializing in a full range of Rotary service 

opportunities.  Sessions will focus on how best to 

access resources and support in your interest 

areas.  You will get to know your district 

leadership for each service program.  

 

Plan to attend the May 22nd DISTRICT 

ASSEMBLY so you won't miss the training you 

need for an effective 2010-2011 Rotary Year.  

Don't wait until the new Rotary year starts to find 

out you have not been prepared.  

 

Your District Leadership team is looking forward 

to seeing you on May 22
nd

. 

 

Registration Cost $15.00 

Pay at Door  

Lunch Provided  

  

Please e-mail DGE César M. Caro at 

cmcaro@live.com by May 14th with the number 

of Rotarians from your club that will be in 

attendance (head count for meals).  

 

 

 

mailto:cmcaro@live.com
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Every serious cyclist wants one or more “century rides” on his or her 

resume.  That‟s when you cycle 100 miles in a single day. 

 

Wayne Horton, a member of the Levelland Breakfast Rotary Club and 

pastor of Cactus Drive Church of Christ, has completed 25 such bike 

rides in his 20 years of cycling.  However, his latest bike ride probably is 

his most cherished accomplishment. 

 

The 62-year-old Horton overcame a broken ankle and several other 

setbacks to complete his latest ride on March 13, raising $4,000 for 

Rotary International‟s campaign to eradicate polio in the world. 

 

The project began as a challenge to local Rotary Clubs to raise at least 

$1,000 and raise awareness that the eradication of polio is close at hand.  

Rotary International has been challenged to raise $200 million to match 

$355 million in challenge grants received from the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation.  

 

The resulting $555 million will directly support immunization campaigns 

in developing countries, where polio continues to infect and paralyze 

children, robbing them of their futures and compounding the hardships 

faced by their families.  As of February 28, 2010, Rotarians around the 

world have contributed more than $114 million to the project. 

 

“When you hear that polio is almost gone from the world, and you can 

be a part of its eradication, that‟s incredible to me,” says Horton, who 

remembers polio victims in his hometown where he grew up.  “The 

disease was devastating for those individuals and their families.” 

 

Despite breaking his ankle early in 2009, which had curtailed his 

cycling, Horton approached his Rotary Club in September with the idea 

of raising funds for the polio campaign project.  He had used previous 

century rides to raise funds for other projects, collecting pledges for 

every mile he completed.  His fellow Rotarians jumped at the chance to 

support his project and within less than a week, Horton had collected 

more than $1,400 in pledges. 

 

Continuing to rehabilitate his ankle, Horton began his usual process of 

training for the 100-mile bike ride.  However, the fall weather didn‟t 

cooperate, which hindered his training routine that was sandwiched in 

between his obligations to his church congregation. 

 

Overcoming these factors, Horton was ready to embark on his ride at 5 

a.m. on Saturday, Nov. 21, 2009 with the help of fellow Rotarians who 

would follow him in a vehicle on his pre-determined route.  The night 

before the ride, Horton was called to the bedside of a church member 

who was dying and the call to minister to him and his family far out-

weighted the scheduled bike ride. 
 

“You psyche yourself up when you commit to these kinds of bike rides,” 

he told his Rotary Club later.  “I had something more important to do for 

my church family that weekend.”  In addition, the club couldn‟t agree 

more, postponing the event until an opportune time in the spring.  

 

Timing the ride to avoid or at least minimize the windy spring weather 

the South Plains region is famous for, became Horton‟s next challenge.  

“Things seemed to be working against me,” he said.  “Our wet winter 

didn‟t allow for good training weather.  I also pulled a muscle in my 

shoulder and neck, which prohibited my training.  At my age, I was 

getting concerned that I would have enough preparation time.” 

 

 

 

 

  

 

CENTURY BIKE RIDE RAISES $4,000 

FOR ROTARY’S POLIO ERADICATION EFFORT 

 

However, Horton was determined to complete his commitment 

to ride 100 miles for polio and set his sight on March 13 for the 

ride.  According to the local weatherman, the day promised to 

be ideal with light winds and cool temperatures.  Horton began 

the first leg of his 100-mile trek in a chilly 29 degrees. 

 

For the next six hours and 40 minutes, Horton pedaled four 25-

mile legs, with Rotarians driving him out to starting points and 

following him back to Levelland.  He began in Morton and 

then went 25 miles out on Oklahoma Flats Road to Hwy 54 in 

Lamb County.  The third leg took him south to Brownfield and 

for the final leg, west of Sundown on Hwy 303. 

 

“Planning the ride this way gave me a little bit of rest in 

between each ride,” he said.  “I wasn‟t sure how I would do 

because of the limited training I had.  However, the ride went 

well.”  Horton‟s wife Carol, along with Rotarians Chris 

Roberts, Shirley Davis and Leannah Darr provided the back-up 

support for his trek. 

 

At the Levelland Breakfast Rotary Club‟s Friday morning 

meeting following the polio ride, club members congratulated 

Horton and announced that the ride had raised more than 

$1,700 in pledges from club members and others.  With an 

additional $300 from the club itself and an equal matching 

pledge promised by the Lubbock Rotary Club, the total project 

raised $4,000. 

 

“Wayne is such a great Rotarian,” said club president Chris 

Roberts.  “He lives the Rotary motto of „service above self‟ in 

all that he does.  We‟re grateful that he took on this project and 

made us all mindful how we can make a difference in our 

world.” 

 

“It was the right thing to do,” Horton says humbly.  “It was an 

honor to represent our Rotary Club and help take polio off the 

planet.  It was a good opportunity to be like Jesus.” 

 



 

 

On April 5, District Membership Chair Charles 

Starnes sent out the "District Membership Newsletter 

for April".  As District Governor, I fully agree with 

Charles, and ask every Rotarian in District 5730 to 

address membership during the next 75 days.  If we 

all work hand in hand, we can end the year with a 

growth in membership.  The following is the 

newsletter:  

"The Rotary Membership Tiger says, "ORRRR”,  

Well, Rotarians, it's just about the end of the 2009-

2010 Rotary Year.  Rotary International President 

John Kenny gave you a very modest goal for your 

club membership: INCREASE your club membership 

by ONE member.  

How'd you do?  Let's take a guess for most of the 51 

clubs in District 5730.  We entered the year on July 1, 

2009 with 1,986 members; we now log 1,959 (the 

July 2009 and January 2010 official RI tallies, 

respectively).  Higher math leads to the conclusion 

that we've dropped 27, or 0.53 members per club.  

Where did your half a member go?  What good is the 

remaining 0.47 of a member?  

Enough of numbers, though.  All I hear about 

membership is how bad it is that your club isn't what 

it used to be, how hard it is to get a new member, and 

how much trouble it is to ask someone to join 

something so worthwhile.  

What if we all stopped grumbling?  What if we just 

went out and asked a friend, a business associate, a ~ 

business competitor, a community leader, an 

educator, a retired professional, or even someone 

under the age of 40 who sees "Service Above Self' as 

a worthy purpose?  Ask them to join you at one of 

your club's dynamic, entertaining, informative, and 

enthusiastic weekly meetings.  
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Oh well, back to the math.  We're down 27 from last 

year.  To reach President Kenny's goal, we have to 

add 78 new members for the District in the next three 

months.  That's 1.53 new members per club.  That's 

finding the missing 0.53 Rotarian you already lost 

and inducting only one new member.  This seems so 

easy that "Even a (no, I won't go there)."  

 

Suggestions: Get your Membership Committee 

together, identify a few people in your community, 

and invite them to your next Rotary meeting, or a 

special Membership Meeting.  Have a membership 

contest with some nifty prizes.  Plan the Membership 

Meeting to be a really good one with a unique, 

interesting program.  Have some good Rotary 

information available such as the free Rotary video 

your incoming President picked up at the President 

Elect Training Seminar last month.  There is an 

abundance of materials available on the Rotary 

International website at:   

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Pages/ridefault.as

px.   ne excellent item is the 8-page booklet "Rotary 

Basics" that you can download at:  

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/PoliciesAndProce

dures/Pages/rotarybasics_annc_5feb09.aspx 

 

 

Now is the last chance to go for the goal of One New 

Member for your club.  Oh yes, the Membership 

Tiger's "GRRRR" stands for:  

 

 Generate interest in Rotary  

 Recruit new members 

 Retain existing members 

 Recognize your club's accomplishments 

 Realize your club's goals 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

“THE FUTURE OF ROTARY IS IN YOUR HANDS” 

http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/PoliciesAndProcedures/Pages/rotarybasics_annc_5feb09.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/PoliciesAndProcedures/Pages/rotarybasics_annc_5feb09.aspx
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"ROTARY WALL OF FAME" 

DEDICATED BY ODESSA ROTARY CLUBS 

 

 

The Rotary Clubs in Odessa dedicated their “Rotary Wall of Fame" 

on Wednesday, April 7 during a joint meeting of the Odessa Rotary 

Club, Greater Odessa Rotary Club, and the Odessa East Rotary 

Club.  During the dedication, the first six inductees to the ''Rotary 

Wall of Fame" were recognized.  

 

Since the mid 1950's Rotarians and the City of Odessa Park 

Department have been working in partnership on an annual basis.  

The following is a brief history of the ''Rotary Walkway".  On 

March 17, 1993 under a project called "Tree City USA" over 3,000 

trees were planted in Odessa.  This was a joint project between 

Rotarians and the City of Odessa Park Department.  "Sow The 

Seeds of Love" was Rotary's theme in 2002-2003 when the Odessa 

Rotary Club, under the leadership of Troy Chestnut raised $5,000 

to plant trees along the Rotary Walkway.  Fifty-four trees were 

planted on January 11, 2003.  On February 11, 2006, under the 

leadership of President Gay Fields, Rotarians in Odessa planted an 

additional 40 trees along the Rotary Walkway.  The “Rotary 

Walkway” arches were installed on October 3, 2007.  Rotarians in 

Odessa erected the “Wall of Fame” in March 2010. 

 
“Wall of Fame” inductees on April 7

th
 were: 

   

Pictured left: 

Dr. Vance Gipson 

   

Pictured right: 

Neil McDonald 

and  

Mrs. McDonald   

PDG Louis Rochester unveiling the recognition 

plaque of each inductee   

Recognition Plaque   



OBJECT OF ROTARY 

 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the 

ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 

particular, to encourage and foster:  

 

FIRST. The development of acquaintance as an 

opportunity for service;  

 

SECOND. High ethical standards in business and 

professions, the recognition of the worthiness of all 

useful occupations, and the dignifying of each 

Rotarian's occupation as an opportunity to serve 

society;  

 

THIRD. The application of the ideal of service in each 

Rotarian's personal, business, and community life;  

 

FOURTH. The advancement of international 

understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world 

fellowship of business and professional persons united 

in the ideal of service.  

 

AVENUES OF SERVICE 
 

Based on the Object of Rotary, the Avenues of Service 

are Rotary‟s philosophical cornerstone and the 

foundation on which club activity is based:  

 

Club Service focuses on strengthening fellowship and 

ensuring the effective functioning of the club.  

 

Vocational Service encourages Rotarians to serve 

others through their vocations and to practice high 

ethical standards.  

 

Community Service covers the projects and activities 

the club undertakes to improve life in its community.  

 

International Service encompasses actions taken to 

expand Rotary‟s humanitarian reach around the globe 

and to promote world understanding and peace.  
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JUNE 7 - 11, 2010 LONE TREE BIBLE 

RANCH CAPTAIN, NEW MEXICO 

 

This years Camp RYLA, sponsored by District 

5730, will be the first week of June.  RYLA 

emphasizes leadership, citizenship, and 

personal growth.  

 

Rotary Clubs are asked to start their selection 

process immediately.  This year, not only 

students that will be seniors next year be 

considered but also students that will be 

juniors. 

 

The key is to select those individuals 

sufficiently motivated to accept discipline and 

leadership roles.  Many times those students 

that are not as involved as others, but who have 

leadership potential, benefit a great deal from 

RYLA.  

 

Camp fees are the same as last year.  If the fees 

are postmarked by April 30th it will be $375 

per camper, on May 1st the fee will be $400 

per camper.  

 

Campers are taught the responsibility of 

service as a leader.  There are also many fun 

activities along the way to build "better 

friendship" a goal of Rotary and RYLA.  

 

For additional information go to the District 

Website. 

 

Candace Norris, Camp Director 

Email: cn02318@aol.com 

 

Jelaine Workman, Assistant Camp Director 

Email: jelainew 13@att.net. 

 

 

 

http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/StartAProject/AvenuesOfService/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/ServiceAndFellowship/StartAProject/AvenuesOfService/Pages/ridefault.aspx
mailto:cn02318@aol.com
mailto:13@att.net.
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As they say, pictures are worth a thousand words.  This statement in quite true and it applies to the upcoming 

District Cruise to the "Panama Canal".  Not knowing that I would select the "Panama Canal" as the District 

Cruise, Sue and I make the decision several months ago to go on this cruise during the Christmas holidays.  What 

a wonderful cruise it was, interesting port of calls, great food, and time to relax.  

 
I can strongly recommend this cruise.  Sue and I am eager to sail again to the "Panama Canal".  Sign up today for 

this outstanding vacation - ask family and friends to join you on this extraordinary cruise.  Contact Pat Renfro at 

Envoye Travel 806-793-3901. 

COME CRUISE WITH DISTRICT 5730 ROTARIANS  

“PANAMA CANAL” 10 DAY CRUISE 

October 16, 2010 

PUNTARENAS PANAMA CANAL 

Arenal Volcano Eruption 
Costa Rica 

Millennium Bridge 
Panama 

HUATULCO 

Secluded Huatulco Beach 
Mexico 

PUNTARENAS 

Town Square 
Nicaragua 

PORTS OF CALL 
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